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HI-TECH TOURISM IN GREEN COUNTY

Think of it as treasure hunting with the latest technology.  Now think of it as part of your vacation.  Green County Tourism is now part of the high-tech game of Geocaching, with the intention of helping visitors discover points of interest, local history, and surprising scenic views as they explore the roads less traveled throughout the area.

Geocaching (pronounced geo-cashing) is a world-wide outdoor hide-and-seek game with millions of players who use Global Positioning System coordinates to lead them to caches.  The caches are containers that hold a visitor logbook so the “finders” can add their names to the list of those who have successfully located it .  These containers may also include trinkets to trade, “travel bugs” which are then moved on by the finders to other cache locations, or commemorative geocaching token coins.  

A variety of different types and sizes of containers are used for the caches, including ammunition cans, magnetic key holders, film canisters, etc.   The caches themselves are often well-hidden; with some cleverly disguised in fake rocks or hung from trees, or by using tiny containers called “nanos” that might be slipped into small spots like the cracks of a split rail fence.

Geocaching takes place all over the world, and Green County is no exception.  There are more than 815,000 caches worldwide.  Plugging in a zip code from any Green County community on the website www.geocaching.com will show that there are more than 150 geocache sites within the county and nearby area.  

Photos of the area where the cache is hidden are often included on the website, as well as hints and clues.  Although the coordinates will get the seekers very close to the cache, they will still have to do some hunting to actually find it.  In keeping with the spirit of the idea of a treasure hunt, if clues are given they appear in code - but those who want the extra help can easily decipher it if needed.

The high-tech element of the game is two-fold:  players go online to download the coordinates for the caches you want to find, and they need a GPS unit to go out and locate the cache at the site where it is hidden.  

Within the last several months, Green County Tourism has teamed up with local geocaching expert Wayne Stemple, of Albany, to add new caches at various points of interest around the county.  A cache called “Is Court in Session?” is located on the grounds of the Green County Courthouse on Monroe’s Historic Square.  Other recent additions include Tinker Park in Brodhead, Montesian Gardens in Monticello, Pleasant View Park in Monroe, and on the Cheese Country Trail near Browntown.   

While online reviewing locations, viewers can learn the history and background of the area surrounding where the cache is hidden, as well as other details.  For example, the newly added cache at the National Historic Cheesemaking Center gives information about the building as well as publicizing it as a visitor center.  The cache itself is outside on the grounds, but anyone who has been online to download the coordinates will also know they are invited to visit inside the center and ask for the additional geocache container that is found there.  The intention is, of course, to draw visitors inside where they can pick up a Green County Visitor guide or other brochures to entice them to stay longer and explore the entire area.

Geocachers keep track of their “finds” with an online log, and geocache owners receive notification of these finds and comments from the finders.  In the recent notification regarding the cache at Pleasant View Park called “Tanks for Visiting”, the finder indicated that he was “FTF” (first to find the cache) and that he had traveled all the way from Springfield, Missouri.

A link to www.geocaching.com has been placed on the county’s official tourism website www.greencounty.org.  As additional caches are placed this summer, Green County Tourism will also be developing a brochure to promote the area specifically to the growing number of Geocaching enthusiasts. 

PHOTO:  Is Court in Session?  A series of Geocaches by Green County Tourism includes a cache located on the grounds of the Green County Courthouse.  Those interested in playing the high-tech game can go to the Green County Tourism website www.greencounty.org for a link to the coordinates for more than 150 caches within the area.
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